Extraction Form (Covidence)

First author/Entity
[text box]

Year of publication
[text box]

Source type

You can select more than one option (this goes for all multiple-choice items in this extraction form).
Opinion piece (commentary — no empirical data)

Descriptive study (one time point — no intention to predict or explain)
Qualitative study (about methods — interviews, focus groups etc.)
Quantitative study

Experimental study (no training component)

Intervention study (training component)

Corpus study (analysing existing samples)

Professional book

9. Website: educational institution (conducts research)

10. Website: other

11. curriculum document

e S e

12. Other:
[text box]
Modality focus
1. Reading
2. Writing
3. Other:
[text box]

Participants/Target recipients

Only select options if empirical data was provided on participants or if the target audience is
specified.

Your entry might look like any one or a combination of the following:
Secondary students (12-13 y/o0)

Grade 7 students

year of schooling 8 (12-13 y/0)

All secondary students (12-18 y/o)

Tertiary/university students

Adult learners

EALD students

Educators

Professionals etc.

Copy and paste from the text. If unsure, leave this blank.
[text box]

Features of a topic sentence
HOW are the features of a topic sentence presented in the text and WHAT are they?



Choose all that apply (in other words, if a definition AND example are provided in the text, then fill
in both). Leave blank all that do not apply. Please keep in mind that an example alone of a topic
sentence or equivalent is not enough to code on its own, otherwise we might find ourselves
projecting our own interpretations of a TS on an example if no features have been provided
elsewhere in the text.

Copy and paste quotes for your entries (whole sentences at least for context). You can paste the
same quote in multiple sections if relevant.

Definition

An explicit explanation of what constitutes a topic sentence (or equivalent) is provided in the
literature. It might cover the form (syntactic elements, for example), function/purpose of the
sentence, location (in the text), or when to write a topic sentence (process), and more.

For books, include a page number with the quotes.

For example: 'essays have topic sentences (68)’.

Location of the sentence

For example, the beginning (or near the beginning), middle, or end of a whole text, section,
paragraph or other.

[text box]

Structure of the topic sentence
ie: what it should look like, components of the sentence etc.
[text box]

Function or role of the topic sentence:
[text box]

Instruction on process or strategy (how to):
[text box]

NOTES (unusual observations, uncertainties etc.)
[text box]

Description

While an explicit definition is not provided, the discussion in the paper reveals the characteristics
of a topic sentence so they are apparent to the reader.

For books, include a page number with the quotes.

For example: 'essays have topic sentences (68)’.

Location of the sentence

For example, the beginning (or near the beginning), middle, or end of a whole text, section,
paragraph or other.

[text box]

Structure of the topic sentence
ie: what it should look like, components of the sentence etc.
[text box]

Function or role of the topic sentence:
[text box]



Instruction on process or strategy (how to):
[text box]

NOTES (unusual observations, uncertainties etc.)
[text box]

Template

A type of blueprint for writing. It may take the form of a visual representation, an acronym or a
series of headings representing a pattern that a text-type, and its parts, might follow. This could be
located either in the paper or in the appendix.

For books, include a page number with the quotes.

For example: 'essays have topic sentences (68)’.

Location of the sentence

For example, the beginning (or near the beginning), middle, or end of a whole text, section,
paragraph or other. If you cannot quote because it is an image, then describe it.

[text box]

Structure of the topic sentence

ie: what it should look like, components of the sentence etc. If you cannot quote because it is an
image, then describe it.

[text box]

Function or role of the topic sentence:
If you cannot quote because it is an image, then describe it.
[text box]

Instruction on process or strategy (how to):
If you cannot quote because it is an image, then describe it.
[text box]

NOTES (unusual observations, uncertainties etc.)
[text box]

Example

Where authors provide a worked-sample of their own, or de-identified samples of student writing,
that makes the characteristics of the topic sentence apparent to the reader through demonstration.
Should be accompanied by one of the above

For books, include a page number with the quotes.

For example: 'essays have topic sentences (68)".

Location of the sentence

For example, the beginning (or near the beginning), middle, or end of a whole text, section,
paragraph or other.

[text box]

Structure of the topic sentence
ie: what it should look like, components of the sentence etc.
[text box]



Function or role of the topic sentence:
[text box]

Instruction on process or strategy (how to):
[text box]

NOTES (unusual observations, uncertainties etc.)
[text box]

Any features not covered already

Extra features

If there are any aspects of the TS that have not been covered by location, structure, function or
instruction/process, please describe them here:

[text box]

QUOTE (sample text from the source)
[text box]

Synonyms

List synonyms used for 'topic sentence'

Some examples of equivalent terms for ‘topic sentence’:

focus sentence, opening sentence, lead sentence, key sentence, controlling idea sentence, body
paragraph sentence, point, supported point, claim, main idea, key statement.

[text box]

Context
Discourse type in which TS is discussed
1. Information report
Exposition
Persuasive writing
Argument writing
Discussion essay
Unspecified essay type
Paragraph writing
Academic or scientific writing
. Letters
10. Blogs
11. Not specified
12. Other:
[text box]
END OF EXTRACTION

0N AU AW

Glossary

Definition:

An explicit explanation of what constitutes a topic sentence (or equivalent) is provided in the
literature. It might cover the form (syntactic elements, for example), function/purpose of the
sentence, location (in the text), or when to write a topic sentence (process), and more.

Description:



While an explicit definition is not provided, the discussion in the paper reveals the characteristics
of a topic sentence so they are apparent to the reader.

Template:
A template is a type of blueprint for writing. It may take the form of a visual representation or a

series of headings representing a pattern that a text-type, and its parts, might follow. This could be
located either in the paper or in the appendix.

Example:
Where authors provide a worked-sample of their own, or de-identified samples of student writing,

that makes the characteristics of the topic sentence apparent to the reader through demonstration.

Examples of equivalent terms for ‘topic sentence’:
focus sentence, opening sentence, lead sentence, key sentence, controlling idea sentence, body

paragraph sentence, point, supported point, claim, main idea, key statement.
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Wongkittiporn Mechanism to Study Topic Sentences in Research Journal
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document
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College Writing
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A Multidimensional Probe
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Tandberg, Ron
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writing A Taiwan-based study Critique
Clanchy, John; Essay writing for students: a practical 1997 book
Ballard, Brigid guide
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Forsyth, Patrick B.
Cowan, T. L. Literary Disestablishmentarianism 2006 English Studies in 32
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Davey, Beth; Topicalization and the processing of 1990 Educational 10 1
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familiarity
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Derish, Pamela; A Clarity Clinic for Surgical Writing 2008 Journal of Surgical 147 1
Eastwood, Susan Research
Dolle, R. Topic Sentences 1992 Journal of 55 3
Environmental
Health
Duigu, Gabi Essay writing for English tests 2002 book
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Scotland outcomes document
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for Essays
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Flanagan, Sara; The Pen or the Paper?: Written 2015 Journal of Literacy 16 2
Bouck, Emily C. Expression Supports for Secondary & Technology
Students with Emotional Behavioral
Disabilities
Flynn, Paul; A guide to writing historical research 2021 book
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Houlihan, Barry
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Hidi, Suzanne; Producing written summaries: task 1986 Review of 56
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Hochman, Judith The Writing Revolution 2.0: A Guide to 2024 book
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Doug
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J. religion and theology
Walker, Holden How to Write a Topic Sentence for Your n.d. website
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Example search strategy for one academic database

Platform EBSCOHost
Selected Academic Search Complete, APA PsychArticles, APA Psyclnfo,
databases Communication & Mass Media Complete, Education Source, ERIC,

MasterFILE Complete, Psychology and Behavioural Sciences
Collection.

Search date 10/6/2025
Limits - 1980-2025

+ Academic journals

« Articlesin English

- Searchtitle and abstracts only
Search Advanced search

Tl “topic sentence*” OR AB “topic sentence*”

Hits n=134
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PRISMA Flowchart for screening, review and extraction of sources from Covidence

Identification

Screening

Studies from databases/registers (n = 219)
Academic Papers (n = 219)

References from other sources (n = 115)
Citation searching (n = 3)
Recommended Books (n = 5)
Books (n = 74)
Websites (n = 20)
Curriculum Dacuments (n = 13)

W

References removed (n = 7)
Duplicates identified manually {n = 3)
Duplicates identified by Covidence [n = 4)
Marked as ineligible by automation toals (n = 0]
Other reasons (n=0)

Studies screened (n = 327)

Studies excluded (n = 112)

v

Studies sought for retrieval (n = 215)

Studies not retrieved (n =0)

v

Studies assessed for eligibility (n = 215)

Studies excluded (n = 75)
not available [n = 17)
Study in a LOTE (n=3)
Text not in English (n = 5)
not on topic sentences (n= 12)
No dear features of a TS (n = 29)
Pogpulation YOS 7 and below |n = 4)
Unclear if study isina LOTE [(n=1)
No reading or writing instruction or composition (n = 4]

Studies included in review (n = 140)

Included studies ongoing (n = 0)
Studies awaiting classification (n = 0)
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Nature of information provided by sources on topic sentence features.
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Source and study type frequency across 139 sources
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Populations tested or targeted across all sources

Population Number of Sources
Adults with written expression difficulties 1
Researchers 5
Professionals 11
Senior secondary students 2
Secondary grade 7 (12 y/o*) 1
Secondary grade 8 (13 y/0) 1
Secondary grades 7-8 (12-13 y/0) 1
Secondary grades 7-9 (12-14 y/o) 1
Secondary grades 7-10 (12-15 y/o) 1
Primary & Secondary students 4
All secondary students (12-18 y/o) 20
Educators 12
Tertiary students 71
EAL/D students 27

Top 10 synonyms for the’ topic sentence’ and their frequency across all sources.

Synonyms for Frequency

‘topic sentence’ across sources

main idea 16

point 11

claim 6

opening 5
sentence

topic statement 5

first sentence 4

hyper-Theme 3

main sentence 3

theme 3

focus sentence 2




Modality contexts of topic sentences information in sources

Cause & Effect Essay
Editorial

Quick write

Stories

Responses
Summaries

Passages

Business &technical writing
Text

Speeches

Critical essay

Formal writing
Non-fictional texts
Paper

Imaginative essay
Narrative essay

Analytical essay

Descriptive essay
Compare/ contrast essay

Personal essay

Reflective essay

Judgement essay

Literature essay
Historical writing

letters

Academic or scientific writing
Unspecified essay type

Persuasive writing

Exploratory essay
Discussion essay
Exposition

Information report

Paragraph writing

Argumentwriting
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The Incidence of Topic Sentence Features Across Papers, Books, Websites and Curricula in

English
Topic sentence Number Incidence Example Prevalence
feature of category
sources
Main idea 124 88% A paragraph's topic sentence Prevailing
must be general enough to
express the paragraph's overall
subject (Zarina & Fatimah,
2015)
Paragraph 123 87% ...most topic sentences in Prevailing
initial English are written as the first
sentence of each paragraph
(Abhinan, 2025)
Supports 77 55% Look back at your topic Common
paragraph & sentence from time to time to
essay make sure that you have not
structure drifted out of the confines of its
stated territory for this
paragraph (Hamilton, 2011a)
Whole-text 70 50% Use your topic sentences to Common
cohesion make claims that relate to the
thesis statement (Pessoa et al.,
2019)
Facilitates 50 35% A paragraph is easier to read Occasional
reading when each sentence starts
with something the reader
already knows. (Alexander,
2019)
Paragraph 37 26% Occasionally, the topic Occasional
middle sentence logically falls in the
middle of a paragraph (Dolle,
1992)
Paragraph 36 25% ...it may be the final sentence Occasional
end

of a paragraph (Singapore,
2024)
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Simple & clear 35 25% Make sure you start with a clear ~ Occasional
sentence topic sentence (Fava-Verdé et

al., 2015)
Can be implied 34 24% Unfortunately, not all Rare

paragraphs contain topic

sentences. (Hare & Borchardt,

1984)
Two-part 23 16% Topic sentence = topic + main Rare
::rr:,t:tz(:-: idea (Bowen, 2023)
Process: 15 10% you might first ask students to Rare
Write first write a one-sentence summary

of a news article. That sentence

could become the topic

sentence (Hochman et al.,

2024)
Multiple in 8 5% remember you can actually Rare
one paragraph have up to two sentences

which act as your topic

sentence (Walker, n.d.)
Complex 7 5% A good Topic Sentence gives Rare
::::It:tz(;: specific information... [and] is

usually preceded by words

such as "because’, "due to', or

“as a result of".

(historyskills.com, n.d.)
Process: 6 4% If the [body] paragraph is Rare
Write last

useful, but you haven't yet put
its main point into words, do
that now, and put that sentence
at the beginning of the

paragraph (Rao et al., 2007)

Notes: Incidence of features across sources: Prevailing = > 75%, Common = 50-74%, Occasional = 25-49%, Rare = 1-

24%.
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We propose the following definition of a topic sentence based on the prevailing features:

A topic sentence is the first sentence in an expository body
paragraph and expresses the main idea of the paragraph.
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